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Rescheduled Regular Meeting
August 7, 2025
7:00 P.M.

The regular monthly meeting of the Meyersdale Borough Council was called to order by President Irwin,
August 7, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. The meeting was rescheduled from August 12, 2025 to August 7, 2025 due to the
lack of a quorum of Council Members being available on August 12, 2025.

Mr. Ackerman, Mr. Baer, Mr. Irwin, Mrs. Knieriem, and Mr. Smith were present. Solicitor Valentine

was present via phone. Mr. Baker, Mrs. Gnagey, Mayor Smith and Junior Council Member Baker were absent.
Brion Reiber — Street Foreman, was absent. Officer Craig was present.

MINUTES:

There was some discussion regarding the motion made at the July 8, 2025 meeting to amend the June 10, 2025
meeting minutes. Solicitor Valentine reported that minutes are only legally allowed to be amended or altered if
there is a grammatical error or if something did not happen. Statements that are made by guests cannot be
amended or altered. The minutes must reflect what was said, therefore the July 8, 2025 motion must be
rescinded. Mr. Ackerman made the motion to rescind the motion made at the July 8, 2025 meeting to amend
the June 10, 2025 meeting minutes, Page 8, Item H). Meeting Minutes. Mr. Smith seconded. Motion passed.
Mrs. Knieriem clarified that the NO vote she cast at the July 29, 2025 Special Meeting regarding the family
restroom was that she is in favor of a family restroom, just not in the ladies restroom area.

Mrs. Knieriem made the motion to approve the minutes of the July 8, 2025 Regular Meeting with the correction
and the July 29, 2025 Special Meeting with the clarification. Mr. Ackerman seconded. Motion passed.

FINANCIAL REPORT/ BILLS:
The financial report was presented by the Borough Secretary in the absence of Mr. Baker.

Mr. Baer made the motion to accept the financial report and pay the bills as presented. Mr. Smith seconded.
Motion passed.

o Police Pension Plan Investment Policy, Funding Policy Statement and Authorized Signatures
Mrs. Knieriem made the motion to accept the Police Pension Investment Policy, Funding Policy
Statement as presented by Somersel Trust Cowpany aud to authorize the I'vesident of Council, Finance
Chairman and the Borough Secretary as authorized signers for the account. Mr. Baer seconded. Motion
passed with Mr. Ackerman abstaining. (See attached abstention memorandum).

o Replace decorative street lamp on upper Main St.

Mrs. Knieriem made the motion to accept the quote to replace the decorative street lamp at a cost of
$1,665.58. Mr. Ackerman seconded. Motion passed.

e Committee meeting

President [rwin reported that the Committee Meetings will be reinstated beginning September 4, 2025.
The meetings will be held on the Thursday prior to the Regular Meeting and will be held at 7 PM.
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e Financial information request

President Irwin asked if Mrs. Gnagey had reviewed the financial information that she had requested.
The Secretary reported that Mrs. Gnagey did not review the information to date.

Solicitor Valentine informed Council that this information must be reviewed in the office and that it
cannot be distributed via hardcopy or electronically.

GUESTS:

A.) Mrs. Kayla Robertson was present to request the use of the gym for homeschool gym class. The
class would be every Friday from 10:00 AM — 12:30 PM. (See attached regarding the Home
School program)

M. Baer made the motion to approve the request, and not to charge for the use of the gym. Mors. Knieriem
seconded. Motion passed.

PUBLIC COMMENT:

A.) Mr. Brian Witherite was present to report that the information Mrs. Gnagey reported on at the July 8, 2025
meeting regarding ATV state routes within the Borough as being open is incorrect. He has spoken to
officials in Hollidaysburg and was informed that they have received an application from Meyersdale
Borough, but it has not been approved. There are several blocks on the application that are specific to law
enforcement.. There needs to be an engineer report and a traffic study completed. PennDOT has a
concern with the monument area. As of August 7, 2025, PennDOT has not given the green light to
officially open the State highways to ATV traffic.

B.) Ms. Deb Fisher was present with questions and a comment as follows:

Q. Should the Borough Secretary be a signer on the Police Pension Plan, since Mr. Ackerman
abstained due to being a recipient of the pension plan?

A. The Borough Secretary is not a policy maker and does not make any decision pertaining to the plan.
Her role as a signer would be for correspondence only.

- Comment:
Mrs. Gnagey should be given grace for not reviewing the documents, because her sister had passed away.

C.) Mr. Robert Munion, 222 Olinger Street was present to report that he is a candidate for Borough Council
and the he has been viewing the meetings via YouTube. He has a concern with how the President of
Council has spoken to other Council Members and he had a concern with how the public is treated.

If he 1s elected in November he also has a concern as to how he will be treated as a member of Council.

He indicated that it was obvious at the Special Meeting what was done to Mrs. Gnagey regarding the family
restroom being put in an area that was never talked about. His observation was that the President of
Council has a dislike for Mrs. Gnagey and that is very unprofessional. He thinks that the President of
Council should resign. He feels that if one person is going to be treated with disrespect then all the
members should be treated with disrespect. He indicated that Mrs. Gnagey is hated by members of
Council. Mr. Munion does not know Mrs. Gnagey, but that she is a friend and the treatment towards

her by Council Members is inappropriate. He thinks that Council needs to put their personal feelings aside
and do what is best for the community.

President Irwin held his response to Mr. Munion until the President’s Report.

D) Mrs. Ashley Bird, Large St. was present to apologize for the report that her neighbor had given to Council at
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the July 8, 2025 meeting. Mrs. Bird reported that everything is in order to install the fence, a permit was

obtained and she has a written agreement to attach the fence to an existing fence owned by an adjacent
property owner.

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:

President Irwin disagreed with a number of things that Mr. Munion said. The President’s Report was
emphasized on the public comment policy. When public comment is over, no other discussion from guests
should occur. At the July meeting, there were individuals that were absolutely out of control, they did not pay
any attention to him trying to run the meeting. The President is responsible for running the meeting and
keeping order during the meeting. It states in the public comment policy that Council Members do not have to
speak or answer any question. President Irwin does not think that he has ever degraded anyone during public

comment time. President Irwin read from sections of the Public Comment Policy that was adopted by Council.
(See complete policy attached)

Section I. OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT subsection B., D., and F. were read aloud.

President Irwin indicated that contrary to subsection D., Council responds to questions or issues that are raised
by the public, during the public comment period.

President Irwin respected the comments made by Mr. Munion, and his opinion of how the meeting is ran,
however he will not resign as President of Council, just because Mr. Munion thinks he should.

President Irwin has lived in Meyersdale his entire life, has served on numerous Boards and organizations and
has risen to the leadership position on all of them.

The last two meetings in July were completely out of control, against the adopted policy and these types of
actions will not continue going forward. Section III. REGULAR AGENDA was also read aloud.

MAYOR’S REPORT:
No report was given due to the absence of Mayor Smith.

JUNIOR COUNCIL MEMBER:
No report is given during the summer months.

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT COORDINATOR:
No report was given.

ENGINEER’S REPORT:
No report was given.

SOLICITOR’S REPORT:
Solicitor Valentine reported on the following:
o Army Corp of Engineers Agreement
Mrs. Knieriem made the motion to approve and grant the President of Council permission to sign the
cooperation agreement between, the Army Corp of Engineers and the Borough relative to grant funding

for the rehabilitation of the Meyersdale Non-Federal Local Flood Protection Project. Mr. Smith
seconded. Motion passed.

e ATV Ordinance
PennDOT has not approved the usage of state highways to ATV traffic. They are considering some
usage and there will be trails and designated areas that can be used. The Borough should think about
making paths and trails, however they are supposed to have full time reviews and patrols of the same.
There needs to be a uniform speed limit area, noise needs to be regulated in certain areas. An
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amendment to the ordinance should take the businesses into consideration.

e The 326 Salisbury St. property was up for tax sale, however this will not happen. The demolition
of the property is expected to proceed and could be started this week.

CODE ENFORCEMENT:
No report was given.

*Mr. Ackerman left the room at 7:58 PM and returned at 8:05 PM

COMMITTEE REPORTS:

Municipal Authority

Mr. Witherite reported that every employee of the Meyersdale Municipal Authority is dedicated to finding the
solution to the discoloring of the water situation. This is a perplexing situation, tests have been completed and

the results are all coming back okay. The MMA has been working with outside sources to find a solution.
It was assured that the water is safe for drinking.

The MMA Board is working on projects to be in compliance with the Corrective Action Plan and have been
working with public officials for grant funding. They continue to be proactive for the future.

Street Foreman
No report was given.

Meyersdale Area Merchants Association
e A new board has been formed.
e The Farmers Market is going amazingly.
e The annual golf outing fundraiser will be held on August 23, 2025.

Public Library
No report was given.

Meversdale Community Events Committee

Jeff Christner organized the Concert in the Park. Approximately 75 people were in attendance. The Corner
Cup was open and sold food items.

Haley Belardi will be performing in the gazebo on August 31, 2025.

Meversdale Renaissance Committee
No report was given.

COUNCIL MEMBERS — STANDING COMMITTEES:
Police/Public Safety

» Police mini split system
Council decided to hold off selling the unit until they can make sure if can be used elsewhere.

Personnel
Mrs. Knieriem asked when the job descriptions will be discussed for the streets crew. President Irwin reported
that it had been decided to hold discussion on this matter until it is time for contract negotiations. Those
negotiations should begin sometime in early 2026.
Rescheduled Regular Meeting — August 7, 2025
Page 4



Finance
No report was given.

Refuse
An agreement has not been received from Harbaugh Trucking for the refuse contract extension.

Streets/Buildings
No report was given.

Flood Control

It was reported that DEP suggested doing a change of scope for a $225,000.00 grant that was received for the
flood control rip rap project. A request was sent to Senator Stefano to ask for a change order to use the funds
for the cleaning of the debris basin rather than the rip rap. President Irwin read a text message he received from
Senator Stefano that he would not have an update until after the state budget has been passed.

Farmer’s Market
No report was given.

UNFINISHED BUSINESSS:

A.) Estimate to repair/upgrade uptown cameras

Mrs. Knieriem made the motion to have the uptown security cameras repaired. Mr. Smith seconded.
Motion passed.

B.) ADA family restroom and grant application
o Engineer updated drawings for family restroom placement in the ladies room area. Two options were

given. (See attached drawings) One option is for the entry door to be facing the main entrance vestibule
and the other option is for the entry door to be facing an existing hall corridor.
Mr. Ackerman made the motion to choose the plan with the entrance to the family restroom from the
hallway corridor and to utilize part of the ladies restroom and the janitorial room for the project. Mr.
Smith seconded. Roll Call Vote: Mr. Ackerman — Yes; Mr. Baer — Yes; Mr. Baker — Absent; Mrs.
Gnagey — Absent; Mr. Irwin — Yes; Mrs. Knieriem — Yes; Mr. Smith — Yes. Motion passed.

C.) Zoning Ordinance Review
This item was tabled until the October 2025 committee meeting.

D.) Discuss PEMA property buyouts
It was suggested to make contact with PEMA and meet with them on this issue.

NEW BUSINESS:
A.) Announcements
There were no announcements.

B.) Resignation — Zoning Hearing Board
Mr. Ackerman made the motion to accept the resignation of Mr. Thomas Deakins as a member of the
Zoning Hearing Board effective immediately. Mr. Baer seconded. Motion passed.
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Mirs. Knieriem made the motion to appoint an alternate Board Member, Sarah Jones to fill the position
until July 2027. Mr. Smith seconded. Motion passed.

C.) War Memorial”’Doughboy” area
Mrs. Gnagey had requested this item to be placed on the Agenda. Due to her absence there was no
discussion. This item will be placed on the Agenda for the September 2025 meeting.

D.) Grants
Mrs. Gnagey had requested this item be placed on the Agenda. Due to her absence there was no
discussion. This item will be placed on the Agenda for the September 2025 meeting.

GOALS FOR THE CURRENT YEAR
Flood Control rip rap

ADDITIONAL ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION:
There were no additional items to be discussed.

EXECUTIVE SESSION:
There was no executive session.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mr. Baer made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:36 PM. Mrs. Knieriem seconded. Motion passed.

PR

Patricia C. Ackerman
Borough Secretary
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Conflict of Interest
Abstention Memorandum

TO: Borough Secretary, Patricia C. Ackerman
Meyersdale Borough, Somerset County, Pennsylvania

FROM: QDNMFE C ACMWU , council member
DATE: _AUGUST 7 4045

Pursuant to Pennsylvania’s “Public Official and Employee Ethics Law” (65 PA CSA 1101 et seq), I hereby
declare that I am required to abstain regarding the following issue/motion:

BoLice Pension imesmeT PoLicy

My conflict/reason for abstaining is as follows:

T AN A RECEIPENT OF A Pension FR0M The PoLice ReNSION
PAn, THERETDRE T AM 0BUGCATED T0 ABSTAIN-

C

Signature
NOTE: Section 1103 (J) requires the following procedure:

“Any public official or public employee, who in the discharge of his official duties, would be required to vote
on a matter that would result in a conflict of interest shall abstain from voting and, prior to the vote being taken,
publicly announce and disclose the nature of his interest as a public record in a written memorandum filed with
the person responsible for recording the minutes for the meeting at which the vote is taken....”

(Please note that State Ethics Commission required a public official to complete a form every time he has a
conflict of interest).

ABSTENTION MEMORANDUM (Saved on shortcut to Patty)
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Balanced Education

| am pleased to announce the start of Balanced Education (B.E.) This is a homeschool co-
op that will take place on Fridays at the Meyersdale Community Center. The goal of this group is
for homeschooling families in Somerset County to come together for socialization and for
supplemental education. This is an invite-only group as we are trying to be mindful of the circle
of influence we are creating for our children. While our church denominations may differ, we are
coming together as Christians who believe in and live out the gospel daily.

While | am not shut off to the idea of B.E. becoming a co-op that offers multiple courses, |
would like to start small and see where the Lord takes this. | have had many homeschooling
families reach out to me and ask about co-ops in the area. | have participated in multiple
homeschooling groups while we lived in West Virginia and my family absolutely loved the friends
we made and the community that came around us.

I would eventually like to come up with a board or at least a group of leaders who can help
me grow this. For now, here is how the invite system will work. | have sent this letter out to
several homeschooling/virtual learning families. These are the parents and children who can
attend. As we grow, the invite can come from participating families after approval of the board.
My request is for you to pray about this. Seek wisdom when making the decision to join, pray that

the Lord would be glorified during our time together, and that our families would be sharpened by
one another.

Below is an information sheet that will hopefully answer some questions you may have.
Please feel free to reach out through email, text or phone call with any other questions you may
have. If you feel like this is something you would like to participate in, | have also included a
family sheet to fill out. This can be mailed, dropped off on my back porch, or we can make
arrangements to meet up. Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Kayla Robertson

101 Beachley St
Meyersdale, PA 15552
k.robertson618@gmail.com
(814)521-4142




What courses are being offered?

For the 2025-2026 school year we are only offering physical education. This is usually a class
that is hard to participate in when you only have your own children in the class. This class will be
divided into time slots and age groups. We will start with stretching and then move into an
activity or game that will encourage physical movement and teamwork.

What is the cost of joining the co-op?

We do need to charge each family a small amount in order to buy the equipment we will be using
during classes. Each school year a small fee will be charged to each family once they have filled
out an application and have been approved. This fee may change year to year and will be based
upon how many families are involved and what supplies and equipment are needed.

Am | required to stay during the class?

Yes, parents are required to stay during the co-op time. This is not a drop-off activity. We are
trying to not only build a support system for our children, but for our families as a whole. We
want parents to meet and bond with each other. There may also be times when more parents are
needed for activities and classes.

What does the logo represent?

Balanced Education is all about prioritization of our lives as godly families. AtB.E., successis
defined as prioritizing the Word of God on a daily basis, enjoying and respecting God’s creation,
staying active and treating our body as a temple, and experiencing growth in wisdom and
education.

What time is the co-op?
Kindergarten-5" Graders at 10:00-11:00am.
Middle School and High Schoolers will be together at 11:00-12:30.

*If you have children in more than one age group, your children who are not in the participating
class can sit in the hall (or if space is available, in the gym) and do school work or socialize. We
are okay if they would like to bring cards or games to play with fellow co-op members. As this
group grows, we will be dividing it into more groups t0 accommodate more students. We
encourage families to pack a lunch or stop by a local restaurant and enjoy some fellowship time
with each other after their children are done. The playground is a great place for a lunch date!



Balanced Education
Application

Parents names:

Phone Numbers:

Email:

Address:

Children information

Name Grade

Notes (allergies, special needs, exemptions, etc.)

Who invited you to join Balanced Education?

Family Approved

Family Dues paid

Initials
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Balanced Education
Walver

< Liability Release

¢ Inthe unlikely event that my child(ren) or | are injured while participating in activities with
Balanced Education, my child and | relinquish all rights to recover damages for any and all
injuries sustained by my child{ren) or me. In consideration for Balanced Education and the
buildings and properties where classes are being held, | hereby grant my child(ren)
permission to participate in activities and I release Balanced Education and the
Meyersdale Community Center, their employees, and volunteers from liability for injuries
occurring in Balanced Education activities.

e lagree to assume all of the foregoing risks and accept sole responsibility for any injury to
my child(ren) or l including, but not limited to, personal injury, disability, death, illness,
damage, loss, claim, liability, or expense of any kind that my child may experience or incur
in connection with my child(ren)’s and my attendance or participation in activities taking
place during Balanced Education classes both in and outside of the Meyersdale
Community Center.

+ Photo Release and Consent

e |give permission for Balanced Education to use my child(ren)’s and my photo in
reproduction, distribution, derivative works, display, and performance, both private and
public. This use may be in compaosite or modified forms and in any media, now known or
later developed, including and without limitation to newspapers, on any current or future

Balanced Education website, and on social media: [ ]JYESOR[ ] NO

Additional information, comments, and/or concerns from parent or legal guardian (ex: custody dispute,
restraining orders, foster care, disabilities, restrictions, ect.)

Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian Date




MEYERSDALE BOROUGH

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT POLICY/VISITOR PARTICIPATION POLICY
(REVISED 2/13/2024)

As a governmental body, the Borough Council has a variety of responsibilities and recognizes
their responsibilities to obtain and the benefits to be received from public comments on matters
pending before the Council. To provide an orderly and efficient manner to obtain public
comment and to provide the public with an opportunity to participate in the meetings of the
Borough, the Council hereby adopts the following policy for public comment.

I. OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT.

A. 8o as to permit the Borough Council to complete their regular business in a timely
fashion, an open public comment period not to exceed thirty (30) minutes shall be
provided shortly after the opening of each advertised, regular Borough meeting. In the
event that the open public comment period exceeds thirty (30) minutes, any member of
the Borough Council may bring to the attention of the Council President that the time [ %
period has been exceeded and the time period may thereafter be extended only upon i
majority vote of the Borough Council members present.

B. Public comment shall be primarily for residents of Meyersdale Borough, Somerset
County, Pennsylvania. Non-residents shall be permitted to speak only if no residents are
present or if there is additional time remaining during the public comment period. All

persons addressing the Board must identify themselves and give their current residence
address.

C. So as to permit maximum public comment and input, no individual speaker shall be g
permitted to speak for more than five (5) minutes regardless of the topic and at no time
may be transferred or assigned by others to the speakers so as to extend the five (5)
minute time limit.

D. It shall not be the normal practice of the Borough council to give responses or answers to
issues or questions raised during the open public comment period, either by the Council
members or by employees of the Borough. Any questions or issues raised will be
referred to the appropriate individual for review and response. This provision shall not
preclude the Council members from responding to questions requiring brief answers or
information.

E. In the event that persons shall wish to address the Borough Council requiring additional
time beyond the thirty (30) minute open public comment period, the Council President or
the Council member chairing the meeting in the absence of the Council President may
either defer public comment until the end of the regular agenda for an additional public




comment period not to exceed sixty (60) minutes or may schedule a special or subsequent
meeting for the purpose of obtaining additional public comment,

. Public comment may be stopped at the discretion of the Council President or the Council

member chairing the meeting in the absence of the Council President, if defamatory or
slanderous comments are made and additional comment by the speaker may be
disallowed. Any member of Borough Council may request a vote of the Council to

overtide the decision of the Council President of the Council member in charge, to permit
additional comment by the speaker.

II. VISITOR PARTICIPATION — AGENDA.

A. Any person or group wishing to appear before the Borough Council as a part of the

regular agenda to present or discuss a major topic or issue shall deliver to the office of the
Borough a written request to be placed on the agenda at least two (2) weeks (fourteen

[14] days) prior to the scheduled meeting. Each such request for inclusion as a part of the
agenda shall include the following: i

1. Name and address of person making the request.

2. Organization or group, if any, represented.

(&3]

Content of information to be presented. If written material is to be passed out, a
copy must accompany the request.

4. Specific subject to be discussed or specific questions to be asked.

h

If any information is to be prescuted that is in the form of statewments ot charges
that might be considered derogatory, or of another serious nature, such must be
presented in writing, specifically stating the charges and made in affidavit form.

The Borough Council President shall respond in writing to any person or group making
such an agenda item request, informing them as to the date of the meeting at which time
the presentation may be made and the place assigned on the agenda. In the event that the
agenda for the next ensuing meeting is unduly long, the Council President may, in the
President’s discretion, place the request for presentation at a subsequent meeting. In the
event a question should arise in regard to granting such an agenda item request, the
matter shall be referred to the entire Borough Council for decision. Inno event shall any
request be postponed for more than one (1) regular meeting.

The Council President or his designee shall furnish a copy of such agenda request,

verbatim, to each Council member with the agenda so that there will be ample time to
study the matter.
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D. In the event that the subject matter of the agenda request shall appropriately involve an
investigation or additional information, the Council President or his designee shall
undertake to make such arrangements to obtain additional information and shall provide a i
written report of such information or recommendation sufficiently in advance of the
meeting so the Council members shall have an ample opportunity to review the material.

E. No person or group shall be allotted more than the thirty (30) minutes per subject on the
agenda for any Borough meeting. A maximum of fifteen (15) minutes shall be allotted to
the proponent of a subject or request, of which ten (10) minutes may be used for R
presentation and the remaining five (5) minutes for questions by the Borough Council
members or Borough employees or consultants. Equal time shall be allocated an
opponent, if any. If the item involves a group, a responsible party shall be appointed
prior to the start of the discussion. If there is more than one speaker on each side of a
question, it shall be the responsibility of the discussion leader for each group to divide the
ten (10) minute period.
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III. REGULAR AGENDA.

Discussion or proceedings of the Borough Council will not be interrupted by visitors during
the course of the agenda. The President of the Borough Council or the Council member chairing
the meeting in the absence of the Council President may, at his or her discretion, request
information or comment form any visitor or person present at the meeting on an agenda item.

ADOPTED: February 13, 2024

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT POLICY/VISITOR PARTICIPATION POLICY(saved sc to P)
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